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Begin with a meditation
on God's love ...




"| Wonder, | Notice" ...

Mark 10:17-27, The Message
As [Jesus] went out into the street, a man came running up, greeted him with great reverence,
and asked, “Good Teacher, what must | do to get eternal life?” Jesus said, “Why are you calling
me good? No one is good, only God. You know the commandments: Don’'t murder, don’t commit
adultery, don't steal, don’t lie, don’t cheat, honor your father and mother.” He said, “Teacher, |
have-from my youth-kept them alll” Jesus looked him hard in the eye-and loved him! He said,
“There’s one thing left: Go sell whatever you own and give it to the poor. All your wealth will then
be heavenly wealth. And come follow me.” The man'’s face clouded over. This was the last thing
he expected to hear, and he walked off with a heavy heart. He was holding on tight to a lot of
things, and not about to let go. Looking at his disciples, Jesus said, “Do you have any idea how
difficult it is for people who ‘have it all’ to enter God's kingdom?” The disciples couldn’t believe
what they were hearing, but Jesus kept on: “You can’t imagine how difficult. I'd say it’s easier for
a camel to go through a needle’s eye than for the rich to get into God’s kingdom.” That got their
attention. “Then who has any chance at all?" they asked. Jesus was blunt: “No chance at all if
you think you can pull it off by yourself. Every chance in the world if you let God do it.”
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Discuss with a partner ...

1. What do you think was the motivation behind
the rich young ruler’s questions?

2. Do you think Jesus’ command to “Go sell
whatever you own and give it to the poor™ is this
a universal command for all Christians or an
individual prescription specifically for the rich
young ruler? Or, maybe a little of both?

3. What is God’s invitation to you from this
passage?



Let us pray ...

“Transforming God, we give thanks that you see us too and
love us - just as you saw the rich young ruler in this story.
You know our motivations and meet us where we are in our
journey of faith. We know the road to following you isn't
always easy, sometimes it can seem downright
impossible. We're grateful that you go ahead, behind, and
beside us paving the way for us. Accompany us as we
respond to your specific call for each of us. Amen.”



What We Learned

- The Bible speaks for itself

. A spiritual practice can prepare us to hear
what God has to say to us through scripture
- Help listeners hear the story in a new way

- Engage the senses

- Lean into stories

- Ground rules matter: confidentiality and

"permission to try”
. Invite action steps and accountability
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Begin with a song ...

Even there Yom » d will guid

"Hold Me Fast - Psalm 139" by Ellie Holcomb
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v-eb2mpkdhRHM
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Share ahout a time you
experienced God's presence ...

- What happened?

. What did God’s presence feel like?

- How did you leave the encounter
changed?



Share ahout a time you
experienced God's presence ...




Experience the story anew ...

LUMO PROJECT GOSPEL OF LUKE 19:1-21
https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=qDbdpCpceqY






Discuss with a partner ...

- What do you think provoked Zaccheaus’
dramatic response?

. Has an experience with God ever prompted
you to make a change in your financial life?
- How might we open ourselves up to
experiencing God’s transformative
presence in our financial lives? What are
some small steps we can take?



Let us pray ...

"Transforming God, thank you for meeting us where we
are. We know that you are with us in each and every
moment, but as the to-do list of each day grows, it’s
easy to miss your presence. Help us to slow down long
enough so we can catch a glimpse of your grace, love,
and mercy. Turn down the noise of the world around us
so that we might hear your invitation to transformation
and new life. Grant us courage as we follow Zaccheaus’
lead. May we use the money you have entrusted to our
care to be a living testimony to your gospel. Amen.”
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How might you use
these practices?

- Sermons

- Offering Time

- Adult Forums/Bible
Studies

- Small Groups

- Team meetings
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Beyond the Tithe: Faith
and Money Practices —

A fresh and Spirit-led approach to intentional, faith-filled finances.

One-time purchase With Faith+Lead
Membership

*55 0’

Enroll now

Download the Course Information Sheet

7 Modules: 10 Modules

About this Course

Discover how your financial life can reflect your faith. Through Scripture, @ Access: Lifetime Access
reflection, and practical tools, this self-paced course equips you to take your next
faithful step with money.

= Format: Self-Paced, On-Demand

Already a member? Access now

https://faithlead.org/course-Ip/beyond-the-tithe-faith-and-money-practices/
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I Lt Beyond the Tithe: Faith
What's Faith-Lead? and Money Practices

A fresh and Spirit-led approach te intentional, faith-filled finances.

Download the Course Information Sheet

Faith+Lead is Luther
Seminary’s ecosystemof _
theological resourcesand oo L o
training designed to
equip Christian disciples
and leaders to follow God
into a faithful future.

https://faithlead.org/course-lp/beyond-the-tithe-faith-and-money-practices/




Beyond the Tithe Gourse

s Beyond the Tithe: Faith
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