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QUIZ

What is 
planned giving?



To me the 
donor

it is the 

greatest gift 

I will ever 
make.

WHAT IS IT?

E



Checking, 1%
Savings, 2%

Investments, 3%

PLANNED GIFT The 

GIVER
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Home, 47%

2nd Home or, 13%

Furniture, 5%

IRA, 26%

Cars, 3%

PLANNED GIFT The 

GIVER



To me the 
donor

it is the 

greatest gift 

I will ever 
make.

WHAT IS IT?

To my church

it is the most 
transformative gift 

I will ever give.

E



QUIZ

Planned Giving  
How big is it?



$42,680,000,000

2022 

Bequests

K



How big is 
$42.68 Billion

163,430 Feet



ANNUAL 
GIVING

PLANNED GIVING
  &
PLANNED GIVING

ANNUAL 
GIVING
(lifetime)

2.74X
Lifetime annual giving

Relative Size



QUIZ

How much does a Presbyterian 
church receive?

a.) $0
b.) $11,000
c.) $23,000
d.) $60,000
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Bequests

Bequests

Total PCUSA Bequest Revenue

Up 11%
Over 2010-17

$107,800,000
Average PCUSA bequest revenue 

for 7 of the years between
2010-17

$119,282,000
PCUSA bequest revenue for

2022

$138,707,000
PCUSA bequest revenue for

2023

Up 28%
Over 2010-17

$138,707,000



$41,000 

$65,000 

$51,000 
$52,000 

$56,000 
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$52,000 

$60,031 
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$53,400
Average for bequest churches for 

7 of the years between
2010-17

An increase of 12.3% 
Over the average for 7 of the years between 2010-2017).

Average Bequest Revenue
for bequest-receiving-churches

$60,031
Average for bequest receiving 

churches
2022

$72,168
Average for bequest receiving 

churches
2023

Up 12.3%
Over 2010-17

Up 35.1%
Over 2010-17
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% of Churches 
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32% 
Reported Receiving Bequests

2022

26% 
Reported receiving bequests for 

7 of years between

2010-17

An increase of 23% 
Over the average for 7 of the years between 2010-2017).

31% 
Reported Receiving Bequests

2023



QUIZ

How many people 
make bequests?



Un-tapped

5 
leave a bequest?

% 

28 
would leave a bequest?

If asked or reminded% 

K



QUIZ

Who makes 
planned gifts?



?

Average age of a planned 

giver writing a first will

44
Years Old

Trigger events:

• 39% Increased assets

• 28% Marriage

• 18% Birth of child

• 12% Death of loved one

• 10% General life plan

• 5% Divorce



? …is the average age for making 

a first charitable planned gift53
Years Old



QUIZ

Does planned giving 
hurt annual giving?



Planned Giving

Data from presentations by Russell James, Texas Tech University



QUIZ

Will the “Great Wealth 
Transfer” matter to 
giving?



The Great Wealth Transfer

2015   2025   2035    2045 

YOU 
ARE 

HERE



What is big?

$1,000,000
$10,000,000

$100,000,000

$1,000,000,000

$90,000,000,000
$1,000,000,000,000



QUIZ

Any going to charity?

$12,000,000,000,000



How is that different from now?

$12,000,000,000,000
$45,600,000,000

Gifts from 
Wealth 

Over 20 yrs

Planned Gifts
In 2023



CHALLENGE

K





(1) Increasing Competition 
 for Charitable Dollars

(2) Our tactics have not changed 
from when there was no competition 

and when we were younger and 
simpler

CONTEXT



Staff
• Dozens.  Even 100+

• Full Time

Large Budget

• Support: Marketing & Admin

• Professional (CFRE)

• Goals (Contacts and $)

LARGE NON-PROFIT CHURCH

• No staff

Staff

• Volunteer

• Minimal experience

• None

• None

Budget = small



COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE:

Having our audience 
meet within our walls 

every week.



Having our audience 

meet within our walls 

every week.

Regular givers

Regular volunteers

Participate(d) in leadership

… for their lifetime

Spend life’s most important moments here

Open

Inclined

Favorably Inclined

VERY Inclined

Pillar

WHO MAKES A PLANNED GIFT



BASIC PROGRAM
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Broadcast

BASIC

Each Year
12
4
2
1

Blurbs

Articles
Announcements
Legacy Sunday

Brochure(s)
Web Pages

Always



BASIC

Blurbs

Articles

Legacy Sunday

Brochure(s)

Web Pages

Announcements



Membership

Team Members

Hours/Month

Assess Your

CAPACITY

1 200 1500

1 3 8+

1 8 15

Basic Intermediate Advanced

Basic Intermediate Advanced

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

K



Accessing

Your 

Kit

K



Here’s where to go…

BUILD
Your Program

K



COMMUNICATE
to the congregation

Sharing 

the opportunity to create a legacy

the gratitude for these gifts

the stories of the givers

the impact their gifts have had

2

E



Summer Fall Winter Spring
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PG Web 

Pages

!

E



Blurbs
Touch Points

(10 min.)

Summer Fall Winter Spring

B
a
si

c 

!

K

“A legacy speaks not about how we died, but how we lived.  
It speaks about the things that move us in life, the things that matter to us.  

A legacy is an expression of gratitude and thanks to God for all that has been 
given and enjoyed in life.”  (Stewardship.org.uk)  

What will your legacy say about you?
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Legacy Sunday

Bulletin Insert

Brochure

Minute for Mission

Summer Fall Winter Spring
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Minute for Mission

We met here, we were married here, 

our kids were baptized here. In a place 

where everything changes so fast, this 

church has been our constant, our 

foundation.

Thank you, our church family, for 

being there for us, carrying us through 

some of our hardest times and greatest 

moments. We want to be there for 

you too, so we wanted you to know 

that you are a part of our estate plans.

E



Legacy Sunday

Blurbs
Touch Points

(10 min.)

Bulletin Insert

Brochure
Minute for Mission

We met here, we were married here, 

our kids were baptized here. In a place 

where everything changes so fast, this 

church has been our constant, our 

foundation.

Thank you, our church family, for 

being there for us, carrying us through 

some of our hardest times and greatest 

moments. We want to be there for 

you too, so we wanted you to know 

that you are a part of our estate plans.

Minute for Mission

Pledge Card Checkbox
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PG Web 

Pages

!
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Legacy Sunday

Blurbs
Touch Points

(10 min.)

Bulletin Insert

Brochure
Minute for Mission

We met here, we were married here, 

our kids were baptized here. In a place 

where everything changes so fast, this 

church has been our constant, our 

foundation.

Thank you, our church family, for 

being there for us, carrying us through 

some of our hardest times and greatest 

moments. We want to be there for 

you too, so we wanted you to know 

that you are a part of our estate plans.

Minute for Mission
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Pledge Card Checkbox

Legacy Sunday

Blurbs
Touch Points

(10 min.)

Bulletin Insert
Brochure

Letter / Article
Invitation

Spring Summer Fall Winter

Minute for Mission

Seasonal

Letter/

Article/

Video
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Ask Follow-Up Impact Legacy
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(10 min.)

Bulletin Insert
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Here’s where to go…

COMMUNICATE
Your Program

K



Planned Giving Web Pages

EXPAND
Your Program

Brochures

Resources

Someone There to Help

E



Planned 

Giving Pages…

E



Brochures…

E
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Brochures…



E



Resources…
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