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Data-Driven 
Practices for 

Engaging Your 
Existing and 

Potential Donors

Stewardship 
Kaleidoscope 2023



Sources of Generosity

Source: Giving USA 2023

Sources of 
contributions for 
the $499.33 
billion given 
charitably in 2022.



“In fundraising as ministry, we are inviting people 
into a new way of relating to their resources…We 
truly believe that if their gift is only good for us 
who receive, it is not fundraising in the spiritual 
sense.” 
   —Henri Nouwen, A Spirituality of Fundraising

Source: Brian Starks and Christian Smith, Univ. of Notre Dame, Institute for Church Life 



American Generosity

Source: Generosity for Life, 2023



Giving to Religion

Source: Giving USA 2023



Mutual Aid

Source: 
”Everyday 
Donors of 
Color” 2021



Shifting Giving 
Patterns



Source: Bank of America Study of Philanthropy: Charitable Giving by 
Affluent Households, Lilly Family School of Philanthropy (2021) 



Source: Bank of America Study of Philanthropy: Charitable Giving by 
Affluent Households, Lilly Family School of Philanthropy (2021) 



The Traditional Paradigm   The Emerging Paradigm
o Moral obligation

o Theology of duty

o Institutions are to be 

trusted

o The gift is the point

o Budgets are need-driven

o Donor cultivation

o Theology of response

o Institutional trust must be    

  earned

o Creating change is the point

o Giving is value-driven

The Paradigm Shift in Religious Giving



Trust in Organizations and Institutions

Source: Giving USA 2023



Getting to Know 
Your Donors

#1 Using the Data 
You Have



Pyramid of Giving



Pyramid of Giving





“Imagine two people coming into your meeting.  One has 
a gold ring and find clothes, while the other is poor, 
dressed in filthy rags.  Then suppose that you were take 
special notice of the one wearing fine clothes…but to the 
poor person you say “Stand over there…” 
“You do well when you really fulfill the royal law found 
in scripture, Love your neighbor as yourself.”   
     —Letter of James, chapter 2



“Therefore, those who need money and those who 
can give money meet on the common ground of 
God’s love… 
“Whether they have much or little is not as important 
as the possibility of making their money available to 
God.” 
   —Henri Nouwen, A Spirituality of Fundraising

Source: Brian Starks and Christian Smith, Univ. of Notre Dame, Institute for Church Life 



Getting to Know 
Your Donors

#2 Reaching the 
People You Don’t Know 

(Yet)



The ARDA



Philanthropic 
Engagement



LAI Principle: Potential Donors

Linkage
Ability
Interest



LIA Principle: Existing Donors

Linkage
Involvement
Advocacy



www.LakeInstitute.org
 Executive Certificate in Religious Fundraising
  offered online and in-person
 Resource Library

Meredith McNabb meremcna@iu.edu



Fostering a deeper understanding of the dynamic relationship between faith and giving, 
through research, education, and public conversation. 
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