
Planned Giving 101
Stewardship Kaleidoscope

September 13, 2021



1

WHAT 
IS IT

2

WHO

3

BASICS

4

TOOLS



Warm-up

about 

Planned Gifts





é is the percentage of 

the population

making planned gifts.5%



44
Years Old

Average age for planned givers 

writing a first will

Trigger events:

Å 39% Increased assets

Å 28% Marriage

Å 18% Birth of child

Å 12% Death of loved one

Å 10% General life plan

Å 5% Divorce



?
éis the average age for 

making a first charitable 

planned gift.
Years Old

53?
Years Old

53



Respondents likely to update a will

2-3
times

Trigger events:

Å 30% Increased assets

Å 17% Death of a loved one

Å 15% Review 

Å 15% Beneficiary change

Å 9% Marriage

Å 8% Grandchildren
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Years Old

53
Years Old

First 

Will

First 

Planned 

Gift

2-3
times

Updates 

Will

5%
PLANNED   GIVERS

are

takeaways
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The most common Types of
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Planned Giving

Data from presentations by Russell James, Texas Tech University
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What is it?

To me the donor

it is the 

greatest gift 

I will ever make.



Planned Giving

Home, 47%

2nd Home, 13%

Furniture, 5% Checking, 1% Savings, 2%

Investments, 3%

IRA, 26%

Cars, 3%



2020 Bequests = $41,000,000,000



How big is 

$41 Billion

142,000 Feet



35,000 Feet

PCUSA = 360 Feet

PCUSA

$102,000,000

142,000 Feet



ANNUAL 
GIVING

PLANNED GIVING
&

ANNUAL 
GIVING
(lifetime)

2.74X
Lifetime annual giving

Relative 
Size



PCUSA 

CHURCHES

REPORTING
DATA

MEMBERS

BEQUESTS

# Receive

% Receive

Avg. for ALL

Avg. for BRC*

2010 2011 2012 2013 2015 2016 2017

10,662 10,751 10,630 10,039 9,643 9,451 9,238

8,369 8,219 7,807 7,892 6,999 6,738 6,558

2.01M 1.95M 1.95M 1.81M 1.6M 1.54M 1.3M

$98M $143M $106M $108M $104M $102M $94M

2364 2179 2050 2040 1834 1783 1813

27.4% 26.5% 26.3% 25.8% 26.2% 26.4% 27.6%

$9K $13K $10K $10K $11K $11K $10K

$41K $65K $51K $52K $56K $57K $52K

*Bequest Receiving Church



Bequests
As a percentage of charitable revenue

4-5% 9-10%

All

PCUSA All

Non-Profits

$11,000

10-12%

Bequest-

Receiving

PCUSA

$57,000
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